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Oriental Fruit Fly update

The MPI response to the Oriental Fruit Fly has been a significant challenge to growers and packhouses within the
Zone A region (PapatoetoeClover Park, Mangere, Auckland Airport, Otahuhu, Flatbush, Manurewa). The fly
discovered was male and there seems to be no further detections in surveillance traps and importantly, no adverse
reactions from NZ's trading partners- they are satisfied with the MPI response. Restrictions remain in place at the
time of publishing this newsletter - see more details _here.

Early response and really good compliance from impacted growers has been essential to this effort, and SGNZ
acknowledge all fruit and vegetable growers who have contributed. And kudos to MPI - their proactive response has
protected our future exports.

Specialist plant supplier to
commercial growers

ORDER STRAWBERRY PLANTS NOW
FOR SUMMER/AUTUMN 2025 DELIVERY.
GROWN AT OUR NELSON NURSERY.

VARIETIES: Monterey and Camarosa.
PLANT SPECS: Tray plants (70cc).
CAPACITY: Up to 100,000 plants.

Please contact our Sales Team for more information:
Grant Bryan, 027 4201 003. grantb@waimea.group
Kate Marshall, 027 4201 033. kate.m@waimea.group
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https://www.mpi.govt.nz/news/media-releases/south-auckland-fruit-fly-controls-remain-in-place/

New Restricted Entry Intervals (REIs) for Pesticides - this impacts growers

Worksafe has finalised New Restricted Entry Intervals (REls) for 101 substances, and it has been signed off
as of 13 Dec 2024. This will come into effect on 10 June 2025, so the industry will have six months to
implement it.

The list of new REls is attached. The guidance materials are available on the WorkSafe website: Restricted
entry intervals for pesticides — quick guide | WorkSafe.

Can you supply 100 MT (or part thereof) of Camarosa Berries?

SGNZ is asked by Customs annually for a concessions for very specific IQF berries- so that FSL can avoid a
tariff for importing frozen berries from other countries - some that do not have the same standards as NZ
growers.

Last year, it was organic berries FSL specified. This year it’s small (22-24mm) Camarosa. If Industry can
supply, the amount of the concession application will be reduced by that amount available locally before it
is advertised for objections to concessions.

It would be great to evidence to Customs that we have local supply - Please advise if you will have berries
asap to Sally at info@strawbsnz.co.nz

What has our mate Marc been up to now?

Remember our guest speaker Marc Gasgoine from the conference, talking on mental wellbeing? Well,
turns out he has a sideline in music curation.

It’s no surprise that sometimes people feel fatigued simply from being "mentally busy". The head is so full
of plans, worries and what-ifs that the brain starts to feel overloaded.

The answer is to carve out a little time each day and do things that distract from that mental chatter and
give the mind a chance to recharge. He reckons music is a great way to boost your mood and maintain a
good headspace. So he and some Farmers/Growers have put together a playlist. I’ll leave you to decide
his future as a DJ &.

BerryQuest Meetup

BerryQuest International is in Tasmania this year at the Wrest Point Casino, 24-27 February. One of our
suppliers is Agovor, is considering a meet-up for Kiwis attending before it all kicks off.

It’s a casual New Zealand meetup in Hobart the afternoon before BerryQuest International kicks off - a
relaxed, pay-your-own-way catch-up at a local pub—an ideal chance to meet and connect with other Kiwi
attendees before the conference gets underway.

If you’re keen to join or know someone who might be, drop a note to kev.oreilly@agovor.com and he will
keep you up to speed with the details! Or call +64 21 088 23709.


https://www.worksafe.govt.nz/topic-and-industry/hazardous-substances/regulations/restricted-entry-intervals-for-pesticides-quick-guide/
https://www.worksafe.govt.nz/topic-and-industry/hazardous-substances/regulations/restricted-entry-intervals-for-pesticides-quick-guide/
mailto:info@strawbsnz.co.nz
https://www.iheart.com/playlist/the-farmstrong-playlist-312064750-Q7qXRyfErfSDRk9LYUjvtu/?pname=nzh_web&sc=playlist
https://berries.net.au/bqi2025/
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SOLUTIONS FOR NZ
STRAWBERRY GROWERS

Natural solutions backed by science, to maximize the potential of your plants.
Valagro's range of biostimulants and specialty nutrition products are developed using advanced
technologies and are proven by genomic science, to give growers solutions to effectively target

specific concerns, with consideration to the natural environment around us.
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2024 - 2025 Strawberry Mystery Shopping
Round 3 Summary (10-12 December 2024)

Microbial test results Residue test results
¢ 6 samples tested 6 residue samples tested
¢ 1 sample was a Round 2 follow-up 1 sample was a follow-up from Round 2
¢ Tested for E.coli, Faecal coliforms, 1 sample was followed up from Round 3
Listeria, Salmonella, Staphylococcus.
¢ 1 sample followed-up from Round 3
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Strawberries were generally sold 7 Stores visited, 8 samples collected:
e 63% Centre Display (5) e 5 Supermarket samples
e 25% Side Chiller (2) e 2 Specialist retailer samples
e 12% Other (1) ¢ 1 Independent retailer sample

Comments:

e Sampling was undertaken in Christcurch on 10" December and Central Auckland on 12
December. The Christchurch sample was from Nelson; no other South Island product was
found.

e Microbial test follow-up from November Round 2 was negative. December Round 3 had
low levels of E. coli detected. This is a hygiene indicator.

¢ Residue test follow-up from November Round 2 continued to test positive. Residue test for
Decmber Round 3 was followed-up.

e We purchased larger punnets in some cases but reported the price as 250 gm equivalent.

¢ Unlabelled punnets were observed but not purchased.

Where possible we will endeavour not to resample the same growers and unlabelled product will
be commented on but not purchased due to traceability constraints.

The AgriChain Centre is New Zealand’s Fresh Produce Knowledge
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“Information presented in this dashboard is the property of Strawberry G ROWE RS N Z
Growers New Zealand Inc and may not be used without its written

permission”




2024 — 2025 Strawberry Mystery Shopping
Round 3 Summary (10-12 December 2024)

ERESET ColoNr SeRtiluid Strawberry Appearance Scale Used
1 = Good red colour
o . 1 = Almost perfect
2 = 1-2 fruit with white/green shoulder g i .
v ) 2 =1 - 2 fruit with bruise/blemish

3 = 3 or more fruit with white/green o \ ,

3 = 3 or more fruit with bruise/blemish
shoulder

4 = Rots

4 = Most fruit with white/green colour

Qe

Colour score av. 1.00 Brix
¢ Good red colour e Av.7.78 (ranged from 6.2— 13.3)
Appearance score av. 2.13 e 37% of berries had brix below 7
¢ Rots & Moulds found in 1 sample e 63% of berries had brix of 7 or above

e PBruising also noted

N I

Weights and Measures Sample Traceability
e 100% samples with declared weight (8) e 100% of samples traceable (8)
e 2 samples had packed on date. » 8 different growers.
e Berry Count av. 10.9 (ranged from 9 — 14) e 100% displayed Product of NZ (8)

Average Price $4.24 Packaging

(equivalent to 250g) &
e (Price Range $2.98 — $9.99) for 250g 88%.clanshell punnsts. (7)
12% separate lid punnets (1)

e 4 samples had multi-buy deals.
¢ 100% of labelled punnets had barcodes (8)
e All samples were 250g punnets.

The AgriChain Centre is New Zealand’s Fresh Produce Knowledge
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“Information presented in this dashboard is the property of Strawberry : G ROW E RS N Z
Growers New Zealand Inc and may not be used without its written
permission”




Strawberry Growers New Zealand (Inc) Board Members 2024/25

National National
Anthony Rakich (Chairman) Anita Zaknich
Auckland 0814 Kumeu
Mobile 027 227 3375 Mobile: 021 372 342
e :anthon rries.co.nz ni zakberr nz
Central Ward Waikato/Bay of Plenty Ward
Dean Astill Darien McFadden
FreshBerry, Hawkes Bay Strawberry Fields
dean@freshberrycompany.co.nz Hamilton

Ph 027 7463165
Auckland Ward e: darien@strawberryfields.org.nz
Toni Baker
NZ Gourmet , Auckland Southern Ward
toni@nzg.co.nz Barry Clelland
021 655 182 Moutere Strawberries

Upper Moutere
P: 027 441 7878

E: mouterestrawberries@gmail.com

Research Representative Plant Producer Representative
Molly Shaw Hamish Taylor

Berryworld Ltd Katikati

Tai Tapu 021 02282685

Mobile 022 329 8188 Taylorstrawbs@gmail.com

e: molly@berryworld.co.nz

Executive Manager
Sally King
Wellington

Mobile: 021 61 85 61

Email: info@strawbsnz.co.nz
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